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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Boroug^h  of  Redcar 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  present  herewith  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Borough. 

I  should  like  at  the  outset  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  help  and  encourage¬ 
ment  given  me  throughout  the  year  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
Alderman  R.  J.  Gillingham,  and  by  the  other  members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
To  the  heads  of  other  departments  I  am  again  indebted  for  their  continued  co¬ 
operation  and  good  advice,  while  to  Mr.  William  Tutin,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
whose  report  follows  mine,  I  owe  a  special  debt  as  his  invaluable  help  has  always 
been  available  and  freely  given.  My  own  staff,  both  Borough  and  County  Council 
employees,  have  at  ail  times  worked  together  in  a  friendly  atmosphere  and  their 
joint  efforts  are  the  backbone  of  the  campaign  for  Better  Health  in  Redcar.  I 
am  more  than  grateful  for  their  efforts. 

On  looking  through  the  statistics  and  reports  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  that 
although  there  have  been  no  startling  improvements  effected,  the  year  has  been 
a  satisfactory  one  and  steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  catering  for  the 
needs  of  the  varying  age  groups  of  the  population.  It  is  particularly  pleasing  to 
see  the  gradual  extension  of  services  to  the  aged,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
years  to  come  voluntary  effort  may  add  further  to  the  excellent  work  carried 
out  by  the  Old  Age  Pensioners  Associations.  The  scope  for  such  work  is  wide 
and  the  benefits  to  the  individual  and  the  community  very  great.  While  agreeing 
wholeheartedly  with  all  expenditure  lavished  on  the  nurture  and  training  of  the 
coming  generation,  in  view  of  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  the  aged,  it  is 
possible  that  in  the  future  both  central  and  local  Government  will  be  compelled 
as  an  economic  necessity  to  contribute  a  larger  share  of  their  financial  resources 
towards  the  welfare  of  the  aged  and  the  prevention  of  the  many  minor  senile 
maladies,  which  if  neglected,  are  so  costly  to  both  the  individual  and  the 
community. 

The  National  Health  Service  can  now  be  said  to  be  fairly  launched, 
although  allowances  must  still  be  made  for  initial  difficulties  in  a  plan  which 
must  of  its  very  nature,  be  long-term,  despite  its  hasty  gestation.  On  balance 
I  believe  it  to  be  the  best  solution  to  the  problem  of  obtaining  the  most  modern 
treatment  for  the  greatest  number  of  people  at  a  time  when  costs  of  such 
treatment  are  often  enormous  and  are  likely  to  increase.  It  is  plain  however, 
that  even  the  National  Health  Service  is  finding  the  financial  pressure  too  much 
for  it  ;  solutions  for  this  situation  are  the  subject  of  much  controversy  tinged 
with  a  variety  of  political  hues  ;  but  surely  the  only  practicable  long-term  policy 
should  be  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  persons  requiring  these  treatments  ? 
A  greater  amount  spent  now  on  research  and  preventive  medicine  both  nationally 
and  locally  would,  I  feel  convinced,  pay  a  good  dividend  in  the  future. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  would  have  been  the  additional  cost  to 
the  National  Health  Service  if  the  hospitals  now  had  had  to  treat  the  number  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria,  Cholera,  Smallpox  and  Typhoid  Fever  which  were  prevalent 
in  the  last  century  and  have  now  been  almost  eradicated  by  preventive  methods. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  PATTIRSON. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30032106 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,035 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid-1951)  ...  27,280 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,146 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £191,151 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £740 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 
TABLE  I 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

215 

204 

419 

Legitimate 

203 

193 

396 

Illegitimate 

12 

11 

23 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  Nil 

Deaths  of  all  infants  under  1  year 
of  age  ...  ...  ...  15 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under 
1  year  of  age  ...  ...  14 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under 
1  year  of  age  ...  ...  1 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
under  2  years  of  age  ...  1 

Notifications  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 


—  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  15.4 


—  Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still) 


Births 

16.4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

35.8 

Rate  per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births 

35.3 

Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

43.5 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

2.4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

7.3 
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TABLE  II 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  AND 

CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1951 

« 

Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Civilian  Population 

148 

Smaller 


Births 

Redcar 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs  &. 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000—50,000 
at  1931 
Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

Live  Births 

*15.9 

15.5 

17.3 

16.7 

17.8 

Still  Births 

0.26 

0.36 

0.45 

0.38 

0.37 

Deaths 

All  Causes 

*13.39 

12.5 

13.4 

12.5 

13.1 

Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

O.CO 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.04 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.1 

0.31 

0.37 

0.31 

0.38 

Influenza  ... 

0.4 

0.38 

0.36 

0.38 

0.23 

Pneumonia 

0.28 

0.61 

0.65 

0.63 

0.61 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Notifications 

Typhoid  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid 

0.04 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.00 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.95 

1.11 

1.20 

1.20 

1.10 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3.80 

3.87 

3.62 

4.00 

3.11 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.01 

Erysipelas 

0.07 

0.14 

0.15 

0.12 

0.15 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

0.09 

14.07 

13.93 

14.82 

14.64 

Pneumonia 

1.39 

0.99 

1.04 

0.96 

0.72 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Paralytic 

0.07 

0.03 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

Non-Paralytic 

Nil 

0.02 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

Food  Poisoning 

0.11 

0.13 

0.15 

0.08 

0.23 

*Corrected  Birth  and  Death  rates 


TABLE  III 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  child-birth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


All  causes 
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TABLE  IV 


INFANTS  DEATH • 


Rate 

per  1,000  Births 

Deaths 

Redcar 

England 

and 

Wales 

126 

County 
Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000—50,000 
at  1931 
Census) 

London 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

All  causes  under  1 

year 

of  age  ... 

35.8 

29.6 

33.9 

27.6 

26.4 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

under  2  years 

2.4 

1.4 

1.6 

1.0 

0.7 

^ 

COMMENTARY  ON 

STATISTICS 

Infant  Deaths 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  remained  at  a  slightly  higher  level  than 
prevalent  in  the  country  as  a  whole.  80%  of  the  deaths  were  neo-natal  and  of 
these  the  great  majority  were  due  to  Congenital  Malformations  and  Prematurity 
which  together  account  for  more  than  half  of  the  total  infant  mortality.  Three 
deaths  occurred  after  the  neo-natal  period,  all  being  due  to  Respiratory  diseases, 
the  actual  causes  being  Whooping  Cough,  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  respectively. 

The  birth  rate  continues  its  gradual  fall,  but  the  general  death  rate  of  the 
population  showed  a  marked  increase  which  was,  in  part,  due  to  the  Influenza 
epidemic  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  Amongst  the  causes  of  death,  diseases 
of  the  Circulatory  system  followed  by  Malignant  diseases  still  lead  the  way.  The 
reduction  in  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  continues,  despite  the  number  of  notifi¬ 
cations  remaining  static.  This  state  of  affairs  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  new 
modern  treatments  available.  At  first  sight,  the  list  of  causes  of  death  may  not 
seem  to  hold  out  great  hopes  for  preventive  action  taking  into  account  the 
degenerative  nature  of  the  majority  of  the  diseases  and  the  lack  of  knowledge 
concerning  the  causation  of  Malignant  diseases.  There  is,  however,  considerable 
hope  for  the  future  in  the  case  of  several  of  the  causes  mentioned.  Further 
research  and  earlier  treatment  ought  to  reduce  the  number  of  Duodenal  Ulcers. 
Tuberculosis  should  tend  to  decline  still  further,  and  the  number  of  cases  of 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  could  be  reduced  by  earlier  treatment  of  minor 
complaints  and  healthier  living  conditions  combined  with  a  better  knowledge 
among  the  public  on  the  question  of  proper  clothing  and  adequate  ventilation 
of  rooms  in  the  winter  months.  I  deal  with  the  problem  of  accidents  under  a 
separate  heading. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 
Typhoid  Fever  ... 
Paratyphoid 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Polio-encephalitis 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Dysentery 
Food  Poisoning 


1951 

Population 

27,280 

1950 

Population 

27.500 

1949 

Population 

27,310 

26 

21 

42 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

248 

609 

91 

103 

162 

41 

3 

1 

0 

2 

4 

1 

38 

17 

12 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

16 

21 

12 

4 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1941 

Population 

27,100 

39 

0 

0 

0 

107 

75 

0 

4 

26 

1 

1 

0 

24 

2 

1 

0 

0 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  1951 


Male  Age  Groups 

Female  Age  Groups 

0- 

10- 

20- 

30- 

40- 

50- 

60- 

Tot. 

0- 

o 

1 

20- 

30- 

40- 

50- 

60- 

Tot. 

Tot. 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

8 

— 

5 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

12 

20 

16  Pulmonary  4  Non-Pulmonary 


*  *  iff 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

Full  Course 

440 

301 

459 

475 

239 

Reinforcing  dose 

391 

253 

394 

268 

160 

831 

554 

853 

743 

399 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  chief  feature  of  note  was  the  short  but  severe  outbreak  of  influenza 
in  the  month  of  January.  This  disease  is  most  dangerous  in  the  aged  and  was 
responsible  for  an  increase  in  the  death  rate  among  the  older  members  of  the 
community.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  many  investigations  in  progress  will 
eventually  succeed  in  producing  an  immunizing  agent  against  this  disease  which 
is  difficult  to  control  by  other  means. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  continued  to  provide  the  bulk  of  notifications 
and  the  latter  disease  was  fatal  to  one  infant.  In  the  near  future  it  is  expected 
that  the  County  Council  will  commence  an  immunization  campaign  against 
Whooping  Cough,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  cases  of  this  disease  will  fall  in 
the  future. 

Tuberculosis  notifications  show  little  change  and  renewed  efforts  in  the 
preventive  field  are  required.  B.C.G.  immunization  is  gradually  increasing  in 
selected  cases  and  allied  with  early  diagnosis  and  treatment,  better  housing 
and  nutrition,  there  should  be  a  steady  improvement  if  the  public  are  kept 
well  informed. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  the  provisional  national  figures  for 
the  year  hold  out  hope  that  this  disease  could  be  eradicated  within  a  few  years, 
if  immunization  figures  could  be  raised  by  a  relatively  small  percentage.  Failing 
this  goal,  there  is  every  likelihood  that  the  disease  will  smoulder  indefinitely 
causing  small  outbreaks  which  will  nevertheless  be  serious  in  the  districts 
where  they  occur.  The  next  few  years  will  probably  decide  the  outcome. 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  occurred,  but  let  us  not  forget  that  during  the  first 
mionth  of  the  year  people  were  dying  from  this  disease  in  this  country,  and 
that  over  the  past  ten  years,  we  have  had  repeated  salutary  warnings  of  its 
continued  virulence  and  undiminished  powers  in  the  causation  of  explosive 
outbreaks.  The  infant  vaccination  rate  for  the  Borough  is  approximately  30% 
of  the  annual  related  birth  rate  ;  this  is  a  slight  improvement  on  last  year,  but 
it  is  obvious  that  there  is  scope  for  a  vast  improvement. 

*  *  * 

CLEAN  FOOD 

In  an  effort  to  stimulate  interest  in  this  important  subject,  the  Redcar 
Clean  Food  Association  was  formed  during  the  year.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Borough  Health  Committee  became  the  first  Chairman  of  the  Association. 
Representation  on  the  Advisory  Committee  is  afforded  to  appropriate  Trade 
Associations,  Women’s  Organizations,  School  and  Factory  Canteens,  and  the 
Local  Authority.  The  Borough  Council  have  supported  the  Association  financially 
and  done  all  in  their  power  to  launch  the  project  successfully. 

Applications  by  Traders  to  join  the  Association  are  considered  by  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  if  considered  satisfactory,  in  view  of  the  appro¬ 
priate  Codes  of  Practice  which  have  been  drawn  up,  the  application  is  forwarded 
to  the  secretary  of  the  Association  recommending  admission  to  the  Association. 

As  anticipated,  progress  has  been  rather  slow,  but  on  the  whole  a  good 
beginning  has  been  made.  The  future  of  the  Association  must  depend  on  the 
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enthusiastic  co-operation  of  the  Traders,  as  the  whole  essence  of  the  Association 
is  its  voluntary  basis,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  trade  take  an  active  part  in 
the  running  of  the  Association.  The  Health  Department  is  also  co-operating  in 
the  giving  of  talks  to  various  organizations  stressing  the  importance  of  clean 
food.  In  this  way  it  is  hoped  that  the  Association  will  become  an  active  agent 
for  clean  food  handling  both  in  the  home  as  well  as  the  shops  and  restaurants. 
Propaganda  by  films  is  greatly  hindered  by  the  sudden  decision  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  economize  on  the  services  offered  by  the  Ministry  of  Information,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  films  will  in  the  future  be  of  great  assistance. 

sH  sH  * 


ACCIDENTS 

I  would  draw  particular  attention  to  the  figures  in  Table  IV  where  it  will 
be  seen  that  two  people  died  as  the  result  of  road  accidents  and  ten  persons 
lost  their  lives  in  other  forms  of  accidents.  These  figures  merely  confirm  those 
for  the  nation  as  a  whole.  Even  more  im.portant  are  the  numbers  of  accidents 
in  the  home,  which,  though  not  fatal,  involve  much  misery,  regret  and  expense. 
These  accidents  are  not  notifiable  but  it  has  been  estimated  that  in  a  busy  urban 
area  approximately  4%  of  the  whole  population  were  treated  during  a  single 
year  at  the  local  hospital  for  home  accidents.  This  is  a  staggering  figure  but 
there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  this  is  very  far  in  excess  of  the  number  of 
cases  occurring  in  Redcar. 

There  is  a  challenge  here  to  every  citizen  and  to  all  agencies  concerned 
with  welfare  in  its  widest  sense. 

Good  housing  conditions  and  an  educated  public  are  necessities  for  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  these  accidents. 

I  hope  in  future  Annual  Reports  to  be  able  to  say  what  further  means 
have  been  taken  in  the  Borough  to  further  this  campaign,  which  at  present  is 
confined  largely  to  advice  to  individuals  by  Health  Visitors. 
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CLINIC  FACILITIES  AVAILABLE  IN  REDCAK 

Details  of  various  clinics  held  in  the  area  are  given  below 

No.  5  Turner  Street,  Redcar 

Ante-natal  Clinic — Tuesdays  1-0  p.m. 

Post-natal  Clinic — Fourth  Wednesday  in  month,  10-0  a.m. 

Child  Welfare  Sessions — Thursdays,  2-0  p.m. 

Minor  Ailments  Clinics  for  school  and  pre-school  children — 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  9-30  a.m. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — Mondays,  9-30  a.m. 

Orthopaedic  Consultant’s  Clinics — Twice  monthly,  Thursdays,  10-30  a.m. 
Dental  Sessions — As  and  when  arranged. 

Speech  Clinics — Every  Tuesday,  9-0  a.m. 

Ophthalmic  Consultant’s  Sessions — Friday,  2-0  p.m.  (by  appointment). 
Other  clinics  held  in  the  town  are  : — 

Dormanstawn  Methodist  Schoolroom 

Ante-natal  Clinic — Thursday  fortnightly,  1-30  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Sessions — Every  Wednesday,  2-0  p.m. 

Dormanstown  Infants  School 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — Second  Thursday  in  each  month,  10-0  a.m. 
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HOUSING 


Permanent  Houses  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

1951 

88 

1950 

118 

1949 

128 

Permanent  Houses  completed  by  Private  Builders 

19 

13 

4 

Temporary  Houses  completed  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Aged  Persons  Houses  completed  by  the  Local  Authority 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

107 

131 

132 

Permanent  Houses  under  construction  by  Local  Authority 
at  end  of  year 

176 

72 

126 

Permanent  Houses  under  construction  by  Private  Builders 
at  end  of  year 

6 

6 

10 

Temiporary  Houses  under  construction  by  Local  Authority 
at  end  of  year 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Aged  Persons  Houses  under  construction  by  Local  Authority 
at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

182 

78 

136 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Houses  at  31st  Dec,,  1951 

1,300 

1,208 

1,150 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Aged  Persons  Homes  at  end 
of  year 

196 

166 

109 

*Total  number  of  applicants  for  Huts  at  31st  Dec.,  1951  ... 

57 

43 

48 

*These  are  included  in  total  number  of  applicants  for  Houses. 
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WATER  SAMPLES 

Supplies  continue  to  be  drawn  from  the  same  three  sources  as  previously 
— our  own  reservoir,  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  and  the  Cleveland  Water 
Company. 

Examples  of  the  findings  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  are 
given  in  the  following  tables  and  apart  from  the  hardness  of  some  of  the 
samples  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Engineer  for  the  details  of  water  analyses. 
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SUMMARY  OF  RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  WATER  SAMPLES 

FROM  VARIOUS  POINTS  ON  THE  SUPPLY 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provision  as  to  health  (including  inspections 

made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number 

Number 

of 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 
Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 

56 

199 

5 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  7 

12 

1 

Total 

63 

201 

6 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Pound  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

6 

6 

— 

2 

Unreasonable  temperature 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

2 

2 

“ — 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

7 

— 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

20 

20 

_ 

6 

ANNUAL  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 


W.  TUTIN, 


A.R.S.I.,  M.I.P.C., 


M.S.I.A., 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Redcar. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith,  I  present  my  Annual  Report  recording  the  work  of  your  Sanitary 
and  Cleansing  Department  for  the  year  1951.  This  report  is  based  on  the  Ministry 
of  Health  circular  No.  269,  which  calls  for  reports  of  a  simple  character. 

During  the  year,  our  work  has  made  steady  but  slow  progress.  Sanitary 
services  are  still  feeling  the  effects  of  after-war  restrictions  and  I  am  afraid  it 
will  take  some  considerable  time  to  re-gain  our  previous  standard  of  progress. 
Improvement  has  been  made  with  the  provision  of  houses,  thereby  reducing  the 
number  of  overcrowded  houses  in  the  Borough.  Everything  possible  was  done 
during  the  year  to  maintain  general  inspections  of  property  and  to  have  repairs 
carried  out  in  order  to  keep  the  older  houses  at  a  reasonable  standard.  Inspections 
of  food  premises  have  been  maintained  and  during  the  year  bye-laws  made  under 
Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  were  put  into  operation  for  securing 
the  observance  of  sanitary  and  clean  conditions  in  connection  with  the  handling, 
wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption. 


Inspections 

The  following  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  number  of  inspections  made 


during  the  year  under  review  : — 

Total  number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  5606 

Total  number  of  re-inspections  ...  ...  5821 

Total  number  of  nuisances  found 

(icnluding  22  outstanding,  1950)  ...  ...  5103 

Total  number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  5079 

Tot&l  number  of  Informal  Notices 

(including  verbal  and  written  notices)  ...  5098 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  6 

Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  5079 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  5 

Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  19 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  1 


Sanitary  Works  and  Improvements 

Dilapidated  dust  bins  ... 

Choked  drains 

Choked  and  defective  eave  spouts 
Choked  sewers 

Defective  flushing  apparatus  ... 

Keeping  of  animals,  poultry,  etc., 
in  an  insanitary  condition 
Defective  construction  of  drains 
Dirty  condition  of  dwellinghouses 
Dirty  condition  of  water  closets,  urinals,  etc. 
Accumulation  of  rubbish 
Dirty  condition  of  yards 


241 

376 

172 

35 

42 

26 

19 

101 

46 

91 

9 
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Defective  roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Defective  floors  of  dwellinghouses  ...  ...  21 

Defective  and  insanitary  condition  of  sinks  ...  11 

Defective  W.C.  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Choked  street  gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

Defective  set-pots  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  paving  of  yards  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  fire-places  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Premises  in  a  verminous  condition  ...  ...  121 

Overcrowded  condition  of  premises  ...  ...  182 

Choked  and  defective  rain-wrater  pipes  ...  20 

Broken  plaster  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Premises  in  need  of  lime-washing  ...  ...  10 

Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  652 

Insufficient  sink  accommodation  ...  ...  4 

Defective  construction  of  windows  ...  ...  16 

External  walls  requiring  re-pointing  ...  ...  212 

Choked  and  defective  waste  pipes  ...  ...  61 

Defective  and  dangerous  condition  of  outbuildings  3 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection 

Number  of  infected  houses  inspected  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  infected  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  schools  disinfected  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  classrooms  disinfected  ...  ...  71 


Factories  and  Workshops 

Number  of  Inspections  of  factories  and  workshops  201 


Number  of  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  complaints  from  H.M.  Inspector  ...  11 

Bakehouses 

Number  of  Bakehouses  on  Register  ...  ...  34 

Number  of  notiflcations  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  7 
Number  of  notiflcations  dealt  with  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Bakehouses  added  to  Register  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Bakehouses  removed  from  Register  Nil 
Num.ber  of  nuisances  discovered  and  dealt  with  14 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  171 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Number  discontinued  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  196 

Number  of  notices  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  12 


Public  Conveniences 

During  the  year  all  the  Public  Conveniences  were  taken  over  by  your 
Sanitary  Department.  This  arrangement  results  in  much  better  control  for 
cleansing  and  general  supervision.  All  Conveniences  are  cleansed  and  disin¬ 
fected  daily,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report  that  during  the  year  a  start  was  made 
towards  bringing  our  main  Public  Conveniences  up  to  date  by  the  work  of 
tiling  of  the  interior  walls  being  carried  out. 
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Water  Supply 

There  are  three  main  sources  of  supply,  namely  : — 

1.  Bulk  supply  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board.  This  water  is  received 
at  the  Meter  House,  Lazenby  Siding,  at  the  western  boundary  of  the  Borough. 
It  is  distributed  to  Dormanstown  and  that  part  of  the  Borough  west  of  West 
Dyke  Road.  The  maximum  quantity  available  is  two  million  gallons  in  any  one 
week,  and  the  water  is  soft  in  character. 

2.  Bulk  supply  from  the  Cleveland  Water  Com-pany.  The  supply  from  the 
Company  is  received  at  the  Corporation  Reservoir,  Upleatham,  and  after  mixing 
with  other  water  is  treated  by  chloramination  and  filtration.  It  is  distributed 
to  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Borough,  as  the  circumstances  demand  from  time  to 
time.  The  water  is  soft  in  character  and  the  pressure  is  sufficient  to  supply  all 
parts  of  the  Borough.  The  quantity  available  is  2&0,000  gallons  per  day,  although 
during  times  of  drought  this  has  been  considerably  reduced. 

3.  Corporation  Upleatham  Reservoir.  This  storage  is  fed  by  an  Adit  and  also 
a  Spring,  together  delivering  approximately  250,000  gallons  per  day.  These  waters 
are  mixed  with  that  supplied  by  the  Company  and  treated  by  chloramination  and 
filtration  prior  to  distribution  to  the  whole  or  part  of  the  Borough.  The  water 
from  the  Adit  is  very  hard  in  character  whilst  that  from  the  Spring  is  soft,  and 
the  water  at  the  outlet  to  the  resrvoir,  as  the  result  of  the  mixture  of  the  two 
supplies,  is  hard  in  character. 


Shops  Act 


During  the  year  special  attention  was  given  to  improving  facilities  for 
Staffs  employed  in  food  shops.  We  have  met  with  success  in  our  many  visits  in 
connection  with  the  Clean  Food  Association,  having  found  shopkeepers  interested 
and  willing  to  carry  out  suggestions  made  to  them. 


Number  of  Number  Number 

Defects  found  Remedied  Outstandinx 


Rooms  not  at  reasonable  temperature  3  3 

Lack  of  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  1  1 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  4  4 

Lack  of  accommodation  for  taking  meals  3  2 

Insufficient  washing  accommodation  8  7 

Provision  of  hot  water  ...  ...  11  9 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 


Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  and  Dealers 

Under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  all  premises  used  for 
the  manufacture,  sale  or  storage  of  Ice  Cream  have  to  be  registered.  The  number 
on  the  Register  in  the  Borough  of  Redcar  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 


Number  on 
Register 

106 


Number  of 
Inspections 

151 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
found 

7 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
dealt  with 

7 


Number  of 
Samples 
taken 

24 


All  additional  registrations  which  number  eleven  were  for  retailing  pre-packed 
Ices.  Samples  have  been  taken  chiefly  from  retailers  of  loose  ices  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  Northallerton,  for  analysis.  All  samples,  with 
one  exception,  proved  to  be  satisfactory.  The  general  standard  of  premises  used 
in  the  Borough  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  very  high. 
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Under  the  same  Section  as  above,  all  premises  used  for  the  manufacture 
of  sausages  and  potted  meats  have  to  be  registered.  The  following  is  a  record 
of  Registrations  for  this  purpose.  All  premises  are  periodically  inspected  and 
have  been  found  to  be  well  managed. 


Number  on  Number  of 

Register  inspections 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
found 


Number  of 
Nuisances 
dealt  with 


Number  of 
Samples 
taken 
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102 


7 


7  Nil 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Two  sewer  campaigns  were  carried  out  using  zinc  phosphide  and  sausage 
rusk.  The  number  of  manholes  baited  were  600  and  it  was  found  that  there  were 
126  pre-bait  takes,  100  poison  takes.  The  number  of  bodies  found  throughout  the 
the  campaign  was  36.  During  the  year  153  complaints  of  rats  and  32  complaints 
of  mice  were  reported  to  the  Department  and  in  every  case  a  visit  was  made  by 
the  rodent  operator  on  this  complaint.  It  has  been  found  that  where  people  are 
keeping  poultry  this  is  one  definite  source  where  rats  are  found,  and  in  all  cases 
where  possible,  we  either  asked  the  owner  to  do  away  with  the  poultry  or  in 
other  cases  raise  the  hen  house  off  the  ground.  Throughout  the  year  co-operation 
from  the  public  has  been  satisfactory. 


Summer  Camps 

In  the  Borough  of  Redcar,  we  have  three  registered  camps.  All  are  pro¬ 
vided  with  adequate  sanitary  arrangements  and  the  camps  are  well  managed 
and  under  constant  supervision.  No  new  licences  were  granted  during  the  year. 

N 

Disinfestation 

During  the  year  121  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  vermin, 
chiefly  bugs  and  fleas,  although  we  had  a  number  of  premises  infested  with 
earwigs,  chiefly  at  the  east  end  of  the  town.  All  infested  premises  were  treated 
by  fumigation,  after  skirting  boards  and  wall  paper  had  been  removed.  In 
addition  to  fumigation,  spraying  with  D.D.T.  was  also  carried  out.  Where  neces¬ 
sary  two  or  three  treatments  were  given.  Steps  taken  in  this  connection  proved 
to  be  effective. 


Disinfection  of  Premises 

Follov/ing  cases  of  infectious  disease  30  houses  were  disinfected  by  formalin 
fumigation,  also  71  school  rooms  were  disinfected  by  sraying. 

Markets 

During  the  year,  the  High  Street  market  was  transferred  to  a  site  on 
West  Dyke  Road.  From  a  sanitary  point  of  view  this  is  an  improvement,  as 
any  nuisance  caused  by  paper,  etc.,  blowing  about  is  confined  to  a  smaller  area. 
A  further  improvement  would  be  to  surround  the  new  site  with  a  wall  of  wire 
netting  of  strong  mesh. 

Housing  (Overcrowding) 

Co-operation  with  the  Housing  Department  continued  during  the  year  and 
396  house  inspections  were  carried.  182  houses  were  found  to  be  overcrowded. 
All  confirmed  cases  were  reported  to  the  Housing  Committee  for  special  con¬ 
sideration  when  considering  the  allocations  of  new  houses. 
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Squatters  Camp 

The  two  squatters  camps  are  still  in  use,  one  situated  in  Green  Lane  and 
the  other  Biddy  Camp,  both  at  the  east  end  of  the  Borough.  The  Green  Lane 
Camp  is  gradually  being  demolished.  It  will  be  a  good  thing  when  this  camp  is 
cleared,  as  at  present  it  is  definitely  an  eye-sore  and  interferes  with  the  amenities 
of  a  residential  area. 


Places  of  Entertainment 

All  places  of  entertainment  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  were  found 
to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

During  the  year  progress  has  been  made  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
newly  formed  Tees-side  Smoke  Abatement  Society  chiefly  in  connection  with 
visits  to  industrial  undertakings.  Managements  were  interviewed  and  the 
seriousness  of  air  pollution  pointed  out  to  them.  The  conversion  from  coal  to 
oil  by  a  local  laundry  chimney  was  the  means  of  abating  what  had  been  for 
years  a  bad  source  of  air  pollution.  Installation  of  smokeless  fuel  grates  is  being 
carried  out  in  all  new  Council  houses.  The  local  steel  works  were  found  to  be 
causing  a  nuisance  at  adjacent  houses  by  tipping  boiler  ash  and  grit  too  near. 
The  Management  were  prevailed  upon  to  re-organise  their  tipping  arrangements 
and  the  nuisance  was  therefore  abated. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspections 

During  the  year  general  inspections  have  been  carried  out  in  connection 
with  all  food  preparing  premises.  Much  improvement  has  been  made  on  these 
premises,  chiefly  in  connection  with  various  meat  retailing  premises  in  the 
Borough.  Walls  have  been  tiled,  painted  and  varnished  on  our  recommendation 
in  many  cases.  All  our  fresh  meat  supplies  still  come  from  the  Government 
Agents  at  Middlesbrough,  and  is  delivered  by  local  transport.  The  vehicles  used 
for  this  work  have  been  brought  up  to  date  and  can  now  be  said  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  following  articles  of  food  stuffs 

were  condemned  during  the 

year  : — 

Home  Killed  Meat  ... 

208  lbs. 

Tinned  Ham 

1169  lbs. 

Imported  Meat 

13  lbs. 

Apples 

288  lbs. 

Fish 

1881  lbs. 

Tinned  milk 

96  tins 

Rabbit 

8  lbs. 

Pork  Pies 

55  lbs. 

Fowl 

343  lbs. 

Tinned  liquid  egg 

74  lbs. 

Canned  Meat 

315  lbs. 

Tripe 

40  lbs. 

Sausage 

70  lbs. 

Tomatoes 

14  lbs. 

Eggs 

1306 

Spaghetti 

30  tins 

Cheese 

52  lbs. 

Semolina 

14  lbs. 

Jam 

9  lbs. 

Biscuits 

16  lbs. 

Canned  food 

599  tins 

Jellies 

14  pkts. 

Packed  food 

56  pkts. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

This  service  includes  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal,  Street  Cleansing, 
Gully  Cleansing,  Sewer  Flushing  and  the  recovery  of  Salvage  Materials. 
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Refuse  Collection 

All  household  refuse  is  collected  weekly.  Shops  and  cafe  refuse  is  collected 
twice  each  week,  and  fish  refuse  from  fresh  and  fried  fish  shops  daily.  The  refuse 
collection  service  is  gradually  increasing  due  to  the  annual  addition  of  newly 
erected  houses.  No  charge  is  made  for  the  collection  of  trade  refuse  which  has 
a  commercial  value. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  our  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a  site  leased  from 
Messrs.  Dorman,  Long  &  Company,  Ltd.,  and  situated  on  the  Trunk  Road.  Ail 
our  refuse  is  covered  and  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Regulations.  The  average  haul  to  the  tip  is  two  miles.  During  the  year  negoti¬ 
ations  were  started  to  purchase  additional  land  adjoining  our  present  tip  which 
is  expected  to  last  us  for  a  matter  of  two  or  three  years. 

Street  Cleansing 

Street  cleansing  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out  by  the  beat  system  and 
main  roads  are  also  covered  by  a  mechanical  sweeper.  During  the  year  a  new 
mechanical  sweeper  was  ordered  to  replace  the  old  worn  out  machine.  We  are 
awaiting  delivery,  and  until  such  time  as  the  machine  comes  to  hand  extra 
manual  labour  is  being  utilised  on  street  cleansing.  During  the  year  much  extra 
work  was  thrown  on  to  the  Department  by  continual  sand  drift.  This  has 
severely  taxed  our  labour  resources.  Arrangements  are  being  made  to  hire 
emergency  labour  and  transport  for  future  work  on  removing  sand  which  has 
drifted  on  to  the  main  roads.  Following  the  expansion  of  housing  estates  the 
amount  of  sweeping  in  the  Borough  is  gradually  increasing. 

Gully  Cleansing 

All  the  gullies  in  the  Borough  are  cleansed  at  intervals  of  approximately 
eight  weeks  by  means  of  a  mechanical  gully  cleansing  machine.  Many  of  the 
gullies  in  the  central  part  of  the  town,  chiefly  on  the  Promenade  and  in  the 
side  streets,  have  to  be  attended  to  weekly  on  account  of  being  choked  up  with 
sand  in  windy  weather.  The  gully  cleansing  machine  is  also  used  for  the  flushing 
of  sewers  and  the  dampening  of  channels  in  the  summer. 


Cleansing  Costs 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  costs  of  your  cleasning  services  : — 


Refuse  Collection 

Total  number  of  loads 
Total  estimated  tonnage  collected 
Weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  pop.  per  day 
Net  cost  per  ton  collected 
Net  cost  per  1,000  pop. 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 


9,310 
16,285 
30.14  cwts. 
16/9.63d. 
£461/3/3.33d. 
£l,300/14/4.3d. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Net  cost  per  ton  disposed 
Net  cost  per  1,000  pop. 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 


l/9.45d. 

£52/18/10.9d. 

£149/6/8d. 


Street  Sweeping 

Total  sq.  yds.  of  surface  cleansed  during 
the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  13,210,000 

Net  cost  per  10,000  sq.  yds.  ...  ...  £2/ll/1.7d. 

Net  cost  per  1,000  pop.  ...  ...  £124/12/4.3d. 
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Gully  Cleansing' 

Total  number  of  gullies  cleansed 
Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies 
Net  cost  per  1,000  pop. 

The  basis  of  this  report  is  as  follows  : — 

Estimated  normal  population 
Approximate  number  of  premises 
Tonnage  collected  (estimated) 

Cost  of  refuse  collection  ... 

Cost  of  refuse  disposal  ... 

Cost  of  street  cleansing  ... 

Cost  of  gully  cleansing  ... 


47,000 

£ll/17/10.4d. 

£20/6/6.6d. 


27,500 


9,750 

16,285 

£12,682 

£1,456 

£3,428 

£559 


Salvage 

The  salvage  of  waste  materials  is  carried  out  by  your  Cleansing  Depart¬ 
ment  and  is  collected  by  the  refuse  collectors  and  transported  in  trailers  attached 
to  each  refuse  collecting  vehicle.  A  substantial  increase  in  revenue  was  received 
from  this  source  during  the  year  due  chiefly  to  the  increased  prices  of  waste 
paper,  but  I  am  afraid  this  high  price  will  not  be  maintained. 


The  following  is 

a  summary  of  articles 

reclaimed  during  the 

year  : 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper 

.  427 

12 

2 

6,151 

6 

6 

Ferrous  Metals 

15 

3 

39 

1 

6 

Textiles 

.  15 

0 

1 

376 

13 

3 

Scrap  Metal  ... 

.  28 

19 

3 

84 

A 

JL 

10 

Kitchen  Waste 

.  1 

6 

0 

3 

12 

7 

Scrap  Tin 

.  1 

6 

2 

1 

19 

9 

475 

0 

3 

£6,656 

18 

5 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1951  : 


(a) 

Council 

88 

(b) 

Other 

19 

(c) 

Prefabs 

Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  281 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  442 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consoldiated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  61 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceeding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 
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2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  271 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  work  is  in  progress  but  not 

yet  complete  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(3)  Number  of  notices  in  course  of  preparation  (not  yet  served)  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  to  all  Members  of 
the  Staff  and  workmen  of  the  Department  for  their  unstinted  loyalty  and 
co-operation. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  TUTIN, 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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